
The Social  and 
cultural  issues 
around new 
sources for Data 
Collection, Storage 
and Usage 
(Un)Plugging Data 
in Smart  Ci ty 
Regions 

14 November 

Dr Paul Cowie 
ESRC Research 
Fellow 



What are the issues? 
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“individuals need to be 
engaged on the issue as 

citizens  
(deliberating on the 

conditions and safeguards), 
as well as consumers 

(agreeing or disagreeing  
to terms of service).” 
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•  Issues of: 
•  Necessity 
•  Privacy-

Friendly  
Default  

•  Aggregation 
•  Fairness 

•  Self-regulation 
•  Co-regulation 
•  Legislation 
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“focus of our concern for 
cities… is shifting from a 
focus on space to one on 

time. The bias has been to 
immediate solutions to 

existing problems” 
(Batty, 2016: 324) 


